- TEAM EFFORT:
; Hasti'ngsCiviI Justice”
i ~ Clinic at{orney
: Donna Ryu left; har
“dled the" appeals for
_an émployment case

i Lhat went o the
: " state Supreme’
'-'Court while Siegel &
LeWItter assoclate

. Sarah Beard was "
-'!e'ad counsel.at trial

" -— back when she
.was just a student.

o SHELLEY EADES

S wt gbes all the Way from -'-Hastmgs-

By Wllke Mcﬂee
; RECORDER STAFF WRITER

'.by getting her test in evxdenee ‘class post-
pressure in December 2003 while han-1 ‘poned until after the trial. And one of her
~dling -a wage- -and-hout-case for a Bay- teachers, Donna Ryu covered redirect @ _ n-d _
Area man-in’ San Francxsco "Supermr- . .amination in:court’ one mo n‘g‘- to giv'e' . amination of witnesses; and’; co- counsei
'Court : Gy - Beard time to study.’ L ~ Monica Hernandez . conducted “opening
Not yet a]awyer, she was deahnﬂ w1th Bt Ryu recalled . }ast week statements and some dnrect :md Cross-ex=
“the stress of 4 trial for the first time, while “came: back that aftemcon to do the cloa-' - : '
sxmultaneousiy preppmg for ﬁnal exams .. '_mgs. e :

Sarah Beard was under extmordmary.

See CLJN:‘C page 11
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Miye Goishi, one of the clinic’s first at=
-'_torneys said - a clinical education gives -
'ﬂ-studeuts a’ way “to eonnect thetr [class-g:
“roomj learmning fo the way the law actualiy:-f_-

'affects reai people.”
" Ryuagreed::

. world” SR

- The Hastmgs CtVJl Justtce Chmc is lo-;_
cated on the third ﬂoor of’ the: 28- story__; :
McAHlster Tower a former hotel built in’ - '_

We knew that these were
issues of first i zmpresszon
 So our students had to be__
very careful to establzsh a
 proper record for the

. appeals

e _DONNA RYUi;’-j‘ -

. Hastmgs szl ﬁtsnce Clzmc e
o | for the legal system for years.”

~ mostly used for student housmg

.~ The clinic’s: offices are fairly sparse
' _W1th a few cubicles for students, small of-

- fices for faculty;a ‘serminar room, 4 1ounge
- drea that doubles as a library and an office - s
- where studeénits can ‘meet with clients:
< Those’ meetmgs are’ often: vrdeotaped so'_'.'

. teachers can critique the sessions..

- “O0r main goal is for the clients to look'

to the students as thetr lawyers said Ryu

~~who joined the staff in 2002. “They are the
..-advocates and we are there for' he' S

: .0 penalties: subject - to) a shorter one—ye
: statute of limitations:.

- port

'_t.;‘are worktn g through the Individual Repre- |

- seotatlon

__have taI\en 0L be takme, the evrdence-
e i classs : :
: S they rret even .one i
. chance to get it nght from start to finish,?
“she said; “they are ‘going’to have a way. | _
better chance when they enter the reaI' © incase preparation: Wheni in trial, students.
~ can work as'much as 40 hours a week’ not:-'. .

) countmg their’ stuches in other elasses_._-' :

" Most California law. schaols have clinics * -

are clinics ‘for. prison: law, ‘death; penalty.

“bong, opportunities and obligations.:
il problem with: unrepresented mdmduais [

' es 'on ‘wage-and-hour cases; Social Securi
'ty disability ‘appeals ‘and- landlord tenant_
s . disputes:
1929 Onee btlled ag the tallest hotel inthe

- west; the modérn: Gothic, bulldmg i now'.'j the Tenderlom or the greater Bay Area

‘rest bredks
'-'..than $64.000; ‘but San: Francisco’s. Fir

... District: Court: of: Appeal dlstSSEd the:
_meal and rest break claims in 2003, ‘saying

:To: be precrse students handlmg cases"'-

':rulmg on. Apnl 16 holdmrr that' statutes'-'
reguiatu_tg Condloons of employment are to .

'ii'ti” = ‘tUbleISlDI‘l of the."_.;:.
overdli chmc — and must be in:at least:
their: ‘iEC()I'Id year ofstidies’ and: have to

Murphy said: Thursday he wasn t sure at--_-
: flrst about having students handle his case.
But he said they miade a great first i impres-.
‘sion and really showed their skills at trial;
. ‘_‘They came off way. more. prepared and::
way  more: knowledgeable ahatit the law.
~ than the opposition,” he said. “Imean, they
“When you're doing a trial,” ' Ryu: said, - put on'a much: stronger prese' ation and an
you re here as long as 1t take much stronger case.” 0] Gt
; ; . Robert Tollen; the Sart Francrsco ased. :
" Seyfarth’ Shaw' partner. who represented =
. Kenneth Cole, probably wouldn’t go’ that
far. But he said Beard, Delgm and Hernan:
: dez dida good _]Ob ' : L
. “Some were better than other Jhe said,:
--_‘-‘But overall, they were: ‘excellent and I
think what showed up in their performance

Studeats underoo four or five hours of_'
‘classroom’ instruction’ per. ‘week; in addi-
tion to puttmg ihupto16 hours each week

o IMPRESS!NG A WARY CLIENT =
Chtucal ‘ediication.” isn’t - Unconimon;

emphasmng various. types of law: There =

cases, . immigrant’ nghts envuonmental; o
law,’ Supreme Court _litigation, crlmmal- -
prosecutton and even cyber law. s that the faculty staff prepared them y very
. One big fan of clinical educati s Cai—_'“' i : o : :

: 1forma Chief: Justlce Ronaid George He'
said last week that clinics not only provrde :
the students’ with practtcal expenence ‘but:
broaden their consciousness in teérms of pr
“The.

who recently started WOI'I\. asalos Angeles f::._
County deputy district attorney. “You've:

‘think, is going to be the greatest_chailenge? i got the eoot ealm demeauor'on the outsule’;f

" The Hastmgs Civil Justice Clinic. focus

‘Hernandez, 28; wha just moved to'Idaho'f.iz._-
;'and is lookmg for ‘work.said: winning a
.j_case agamst a Jaw: ﬁrm wuh better Tesi

U FWe draw a of ourc ents from elther

Goxshx said. - " Beard satd the EXPEI‘ICHCB perauaded her o

“In the. Murphv case the stuclents repre_. : to g0 nto employmentlaw “I’_rr_t now prac« =
sented plaintiff. John Murphy, a  former ticing the ‘Twa :
'manager of _a-Kermeth Coie shoe. store in. . ing

“Judge Bouhane awarded Morphy more::j

.‘_._‘Oftenttmes _she said;
_to :wake up to the reaht' thi

the payments for those were not wages, but'. -

- The state: Supreme Court reverse | that: dress is mmckee@alm.com.



