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Lm he East Bay's courts are

impact litigation and nationally known lawyers.
This is particularly true in Alameds County where
nearly 5,600 atborneys force 80-plus judges to
juggle complex guestions of law and truth with

their never—ending need to move a crowded court

docket.

see its liberal-leaning Jjurors &as the ticket %o
big money verdicta and a chance for social change.
And, its eriminal courts are 2 longstanding model
sending thousands

for counties across the state,

of cases through the sysbem esch year while main-

aining a solid reputation for truth and justice.

East Bay cases are as high profile as they come.
A jury slammed retail glant Wal-Mart with $115
million In punitive damages for denying 200,000
California workers meal breaks, and if the verditt
withstands an expected appeal, it could affect 40
similar suits pending across the United States.
The “Riders” case saw prosecutors fall twice in
20 months to convict Oakland police officers in
the ¢ity's blggest-ever police coruption and clivil
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a hotbed for high-

The counfy is & megnet for plaintiffs who

i)

rghts abuse case. And an upcoming stemeell trial

in Hayward features plaintiffs aiming to stop the ’

world's largest public payout (33 billion over 10
yaars) for the contraversial experiments that scien-
tists say may cure countless diseases.

The novelty of this high-profile litigation is
what grabs headlines. But the cases ofien affect
everyday people's lives and are taken tg court
by lawyers attracted less by the spotlight and

T2

more by the intellectual challenge and oppor-
tunity to make a difference. We're highlighting
three advocates whose passion, knowledge and
dedication make them standouts in 3 crowded
field of talented East Bay attorneys. Their profiles
anchar the Woodward/ White, Inc. list of the Best
Lawyers in America, which has been excerpted to
focus on lawyers from the Oakland metro ares. In
all, 72 lawyers make Woodward/White’s cut.
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